
Report from the Village Shop Steering Committee 

Between March 2021 to July 2021 the Community Shop steering committee (Chair Julia Griffith, 

members Steve Tull, Christine Jarratt, Paul Johnson, Fa. Glen Brookes, Carolyn Greer-Walker) 

explored possible options for sites for a community shop.  These sites were the former shop at the 

garage site and the end barn opposite the Duke’s Head, both owned by the Somerleyton Estate. 

When it became apparent that these options were not possible, the committee, with support from 

the parish council, approached East Suffolk Council regarding use of part of the playing field.  

Preplanning advice was sought to construct a temporary shop between the entrance gate and the 

toilet block.  The advice received in October 2021 was that this would be acceptable subject to 

conditions such as visibility displays at the entrance. 

 By this time however a new licensee Jay Meades had taken over the Duke’s Head with a ten-year 

lease, which included the barns opposite the pub. Jay indicated that he hoped to open a village shop 

in the barns sometime in 2022. He indicated that he had discussed the plan with the Somerleyton 

Estate which had given its approval for the plan and committed to repairing the roof of the barn by 

spring 2022.  

Jay has experience creating a village shop, having opened the shop at Wheatacre during the first 

stages of the pandemic. In addition, Jay would be eligible for support from the Prince's Trust, which 

seeks to support rural commercial enterprise through the Pub is The Hub programme. I have 

discussed the situation with their local representative Terry Stork, who was a judge on the South 

Norfolk Pub of the Year competition when Jay’s White Lion won in 2018. Mr Stork said that the PiTH 

works with communities, licensees, public and private sector to restore essential local services and 

activities to rural communities. They have a small grant programme to help projects.  

In discussion with members of the steering committee it was decided that rather than duplicate 

effort, the steering committee would support Jay’s endeavours, believing also that the village and 

surrounding communities would support his shop.   Consequently, the steering committee is now on 

hold, but I will maintain communication with Jay on the project. In the event that he cannot proceed 

we will restart proceeding towards the construction of a community village shop on the playing field 

site and reconnect with the Plunkett Foundation for support. 
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