
 

REPORT FOR THE MEETING ON 9TH SEPTEMBER ON PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS FOLLOWING 
ANNUAL TOUR OF VILLAGE ON 25TH AUGUST 2021 by Neil Livingstone, Gerda Gibbs and 
Sue Read. 
 
Introduction: We decided to carry out a detailed tour this year as there have been a number 
of concerns relating to Parish Council Assets, and it was felt to be important to gain a good 
understanding of what may need to be done to protect them. Many assets are wearing well; 
this Report highlights those that are not.  
 
1. Jack Burdett Seat around tree by Play Equipment on The Green. This is a well-used seat 
as it is close to the Play Equipment. The wooden boards have been replaced as and when 
they have rotted, but there is new damage; it is in danger of becoming unusable. Simon 
Phillips suggested replacing with rot-proof material some months ago. (Cost £500?) The PC 
needs to decide whether to continue to replace timber as it rots, or a complete replacement 
with timber or alternative. Also, there is good deal of brushwood growing from the base of 
the tree, which is beginning to overgrow the seat. 
 
2. Play Equipment on The Green. The latest Annual Inspection Report, received in the 
Spring, identified a number of issues which need attention, (mostly medium risk.). The 
Meeting needs to make a decision about funding repairs. 
 
3. Noticeboards. Of the four Noticeboards only the main one at the Cycle Shop is in good 
repair. In the past we have allocated individual people to ‘look after’ the outlying 
Noticeboards; but they are continuing to be difficult to open and close. They also ‘look’ 
neglected. We need a co-ordinated approach to bring all these noticeboards up to standard. 
 
4. Village Signs. We are in the process of getting the Sign at Ashby taken down and stored, 
pending as assessment of what needs to be done to ensure it can be safely reattached to its 
post and crossbeam. We may wish to take advantage of this period to inspect the sign itself 
to see if it needs refurbishment. We have discussed the Somerleyton Sign in the past, but 
clearly at the moment the Ashby Sign has to take priority. 
 
5. The Memorial Bench. Is well looked after, but the engraved wording is not really legible. 
 
6. The Plaque at the Brickfields Site. The wooden backing is deteriorating, the metal Plaque 
is pitted (air rifle pellets?) and the engraved letters are becoming indistinct. 
 
7. The Pound. It is overgrown and perhaps needs a bit of clearing, especially the saplings, 
while taking into account its setting. The engraving on the plaque is fading, but the plaque 
and wooden back is in in good condition. 
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