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The sole business of the Meeting was to agree the Parish Council’s Response to the 
following Planning Application: 
Ref No: DC/21/3593/FUL 
Address:  Land to the North of The Street, Somerleyton 
Proposal: Construction of nine homes, conversion of the Old Forge to a single dwelling, 
alterations to the existing vehicular access from the street, provision of car parking and cycle 
storage, alterations to the former garage and surrounding landscaping and moving the 
telephone box. 
 
The Meeting commenced at 7.32pm. 
In attendance were: D. Ainslie, G. Brooks, C. Diggins, G. Gibbs, L. Housman, P. Johnson, R. 
Lindsay, N. Livingstone (In Chair), S. Phillips, C. Reynolds and R. Wild 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence. Apologies were accepted from East Suffolk Councillor P. 
Ashdown, who, as Chair of the East Suffolk Planning Committee, will be involved with the 
Planning process at a later stage. 
2.  Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda. The Clerk had received declarations of 
interest in item 5 of the Agenda from Councillors P. Johnson and R. Lindsay. 
3.  Requests for Dispensation. The Clerk had received requests from Councillors P. Johnson 
and R. Lindsay for dispensation to participate in discussion and voting despite disclosable 
pecuniary interest(s). These requests were put to the Meeting. The Meeting voted to allow 
both Councillors to participate in the discussion by a majority of 9 votes to 2 votes, and to 
participate in voting by a majority of 9 votes to 2 votes. 
4.  Brief Introduction to the Planning Application.   
S. Phillips introduced the broad details planning application and then moved to detail some 
of the points raised by parishioners prior to the meeting. These were specifically concerns 
about: 
i)  The inclusion of 4 bedroomed houses, when the emerging Neighbourhood Plan 
recommends 1 to 3 bedroomed houses, 
ii)  The width of the access alongside the Old Forge building, 
iii) Car Parking for Forge Cottage, 
iv)  The placing of one of the taller buildings on the development immediately behind Savile 
Lea, which will appear to make the development more dominant when viewed from The 
Street. Also the Savile Lea properties will suffer greater overlooking from a taller building. 
 
J. Livingstone, convenor of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, then introduced her 
report,(attached to Minutes), which broadly welcomed the development, but did not 
support the proposed 4 bedroomed houses and the overlooking of the Savile Lea properties 
by the tall houses. She also referred to the proposed use of the former garage as a 
community hub, which is appreciated. She said that a Parish Council Working Group is 
currently seeking a suitable building to re-establish the much missed Village Shop as a 
community enterprise, adding that the former garage site would offer an ideal location. 
  
PUBLIC FORUM. At this point the Chair opened the Meeting to the 14 members of the 
Public who were in attendance. In doing so the Chair stressed that in addition to their 
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contribution to the discussion, individual parishioners had the right to submit formally their 
own views on this Planning Application through the Public Access site. He encouraged them 
to do so. 
A number of points related to the ones already noted prior to the Meeting were raised. 
In addition there was some concern raised about the building materials to be used, 
specifically the black stained wood. Others felt that this was an appropriate vernacular style. 
An attendee raised the concern that, once the developers has gained access to the 
allotments through this development; they would look to apply to develop the allotment 
site as well. The feeling of the meeting was that this was not likely, given the status of the 
allotments, but that any future move to do so would be vigorously opposed. 
At this point the Chair closed the Public Forum. 13 members of the public left the Meeting. 
 
5.  Parish Council Response to East Suffolk Council. Parish Councillors discussed the 
proposals contained within the Planning Application and at each stage agreed their 
response. The Chair moved that they had concluded their discussion, and formalised their 
response; this was confirmed by the Meeting. The Clerk undertook to collate the response 
and to send out to Parish Councillors for them to agree its accuracy. The agreed written 
response is attached to these minutes. 
 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting was concluded. 
 
 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 9th September at 7.15pm 
in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Read   parish.clerk@ashvillages.org.uk              01502 349506 
Parish Clerk 
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