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Ashby, Herringfleet and Somerleyton Parish Council’s Response 
to the Somerleyton Consultation, May 2021 

 
 
 

General Comment 
The proposals in this Consultation Document are very much reflective of the principles set out in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and its Design Guide.  
 
The Old Forge Site 
The Parish Council is very concerned that the single entrance to this development will be only 4.2 
metres wide at its narrowest. It will be used by both vehicles and pedestrians, (the latter going to 
both the houses and the Allotments), and this combination is hazardous. The proposed layout does 
not allow for a separate pedestrian route to be created. 
 
The Mill Farm Site 
The moving forward of the properties facing The Street on to what was originally proposed as 
Amenity Land, was discussed. On balance the rationale set out in the Consultation for this; i.e. that it 
links the new development more closely with the community, was understood. The Parish Council 
liked that these forward facing houses were in a terrace, thus reflecting the Widows Row cottages 
diagonally opposite. 
 
Comments specific to the Areas Listed on Page 3 of the Consultation Document. 
 
Public Access 
The proposals are largely to be welcomed, giving improved access to the Allotments, (but please 
note concern raised above about access to the Old Forge Site), and to the Playing Field through the 
Mill Farm development. It was not clear if these links would be suitable for cyclists. Concern was 
raised about the inevitable removal of lengths of hedgerow to create access points; these can be 
particularly wide at vehicle access points where visibility splays have to be provided.  
 
Open Space 
The focus on Biodiversity is welcome. A point was made about the boundaries between individual 
gardens, particularly for the terraced housing. Perhaps consideration could be given to these 
boundaries being friendly to wildlife, and not being marked with impermeable fencing which can 
lead to rather sterile small blocks of land. The Parish Council believes that the village is already well 
provided with play equipment and that there would be no need to provide more for what are 
already quite small areas on the new developments. The Old Forge site is close to The Green and its 
play area there. The Mill Farm site is opposite the Playing Field. Attention could be given in 
collaboration with Somerleyton Community Association to provide a safe and suitably traffic calmed 
connection across Station Road which does not involve walking along the road itself. This would 
leave the small open spaces on both sites to be enjoyed as just that; open wildlife-friendly informal 
meeting spaces. A general point was made about the maintenance of open spaces, and also, of 
course the Public Access, including vehicular access. The Meeting noted that in any Planning 
Application a Maintenance Plan should be included.  
 
Informal Play 
The point was made that informal play cannot be planned for, but that it can be enhanced. One 
suggestion was that Information Boards could be placed around the new developments, (and in the 
wider village) giving information and ‘things to look out for’. 
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Community Building/Shop 
The Parish Council believes that a Village Shop, run on a community benefit basis and run by 
volunteers, is the only viable way to re-introduce this service to the Village. There is funding 
available to create such an enterprise, but to be financially viable it is dependent on securing 
premises at a very low rent.  
With regard to fitness and wellbeing, The Somerleyton Community Association expects soon to able 
to provide for these again in the near future, in the Village Hall after the Covid-19 restrictions are 
eased, and on the Playing Field. There is certainly scope to expand the provision of fitness 
equipment on the Playing Field. (The Parish Council has recently successfully obtained a grant from 
East Suffolk Council’s Community Fund to purchase an Outdoor Table Tennis Table.) 
 
 Wayfinding 
Somerleyton has a wonderful history. There is certainly scope to increase the ways in which this is 
communicated to residents, visitors and the general public. Ideas included Guided Walks, and an 
online site. Again, information boards were seen as a good way of communicating the wealth of our 
history and nature to both residents and visitors. The Parish Council is currently carrying out a 
footpath survey.  
 
Education 
The Parish Council supports the creation of a Nature Education Trail. It noted with pleasure that the 
Primary School has obtained an allotment, to teach children about the benefits of growing food for 
the table. 
 
Sustainable Design 
The Parish Council welcomes the commitment to sustainable design in this Consultation Document. 
 
 
 
This Response was agreed at a full Meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 13th May 2021 
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