
Report for the Parish Council meeting 4th March 2021 
 
Proposal to buy an outdoor table tennis table. 
 
Members will remember that moneys were made available from the local 
authority to fund projects that would help to improve the well-being of the local 
community. Claire Diggins suggested that the Parish Council put in a bid for a 
small grants fund to buy an outdoor table tennis table. I completed the 
application form but our bid was unsuccessful. However, subsequent to this Paul 
Ashdown very kindly offered to provide £2000 from his locality fund to buy the 
table. 
I have explored two options. 
The first is to buy a concrete table. These are very popular in recreation areas, 
colleges and universities. I found two companies that supply concrete tables. The 
less pricy one is supplied by Playcrete so I looked into this . 
PLAYCRETE  
A basic grey table costs £1300. Delivery £800. Total £2100 plus VAT 
(recoverable) £2520  Extras:  metal net £195 plus vat £234 
 
PING IN THE COMMUNITY The second is to buy from Ping in the Community 
(www.pingengland.co.uk), an initiative set up by Table Tennis England to 
encourage people to take up the sport. They do a subsidised package. 
Outdoor steel all weather table £1235 inclusive of delivery and installation and 
VAT. In addition the package which would include all-weather bats, balls and 
promotional material. 
 
In either case the location for the table needs to be determined. Bear in mind that 
the subsidised package from Table Tennis England is designed to encourage the 
uptake of the sport, the table would full-sized and principally for use by 14 year 
and older players. Suggestions for location are the playing field beside the all-
weather court for which we have sought and obtained permission from the 
estate. In the children’s play area at the playing field and on the village green. 
 
A playable undersurface would have to created. The concrete table once installed 
would not be moveable without the use of heavy lifting equipment. The steel 
table could be disassembled and reassembled at a different location.  
I have looked at various types of playing surfaces such as car park ground 
protect and artificial grass. There are many variations in cost mostly dependant 
on the quality of the product but for the area required the average cost was 
about £650 plus VAT The ground on which the matting would be laid would have 
to prepared. This is something the community could do. There may be an 
unknown cost for material on which to lay the matting though I would think 
could go onto levelled earth.  
 
Costs.  
Permanently located concrete table with life expectancy of 30+ years,  £2520, 
undersurface matting £781,  metal net £ 234  
Total £ 3535   (VAT recoverable £590) net of VAT £2945. 
 



Outdoor permanent steel table with metal net.  Life expectancy possibly 20 
years. £1235. Undersurface matting £781 plus outdoor package of bats balls and 
promotional material.  
Total  £ 2016 ( VAT recoverable £131) Net of VAT £1885 
 
Neil Livingstone 
 
          
 


