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 Public Forum commenced at 7.15pm: There were two members of the public in attendance; both 
had applied for the vacant positions of Parish Councillor. Neither wished to raise any issues relevant 
to the Public Forum. There were no East Suffolk or Suffolk County Councillors in attendance, so the 
Chair brought the Public Forum to a close. 
 
The Meeting commenced at 7.20pm. 
In Attendance were G. Brooks, C. Diggins ,J. Foster, G. Gibbs, P. Johnson, N. Livingstone (In Chair), S. 
Phillips and  C. Reynolds 
 
The Chair addressed the Meeting on our dear colleague Tom Pace. 
 
‘Before we begin the Meeting I would like to say a few words about our dear departed colleague, 
Tom Pace. As most of you will know, Tom suffered a severe head injury after a fall at home, and died 
a week later at the James Paget Hospital on 17th July. 
I attended the funeral as a representative of the Parish Council, as a work colleague I had known for 
over 40 years, and as a friend. Some of you may have been among the many who gathered in 
Morton Peto Close to pay tribute to Tom as the funeral car passed by; a true indication how well 
liked and respected Tom was in the community. Those of you who take the Hexagon will have read a 
thoughtful piece by Tony Jones and Mick Wright. 
It is unfortunate that current restrictions prevented us from meeting together in the usual way, 
when we could have learnt a little more about this kind, gentle man. Perhaps, in better times, we 
can get together and reminisce about Tom, his life and the evident enjoyment he gained from living 
in Somerleyton.’ 
 
1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were accepted from N. Favell, R. Wild and from East 
 Suffolk  Councillor P. Ashdown and County Councillors J. Reeder and K. Robinson. 
2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda. There were none. 
3. Requests for Dispensation.  Requests for dispensation to participate in discussion and 
 voting despite disclosable pecuniary interest(s). There were none. 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Meeting approved as a correct record the second 
 draft of the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2020. 
5. Update on the Process for Filling the Parish Councillor Vacancy arising from the death of 
 Tom Pace. The Notice of Election for the vacancy has been posted and this will expire on 11th 
 September.  No call for election has been made yet. If this remains the case, then the Parish 
 Council will be able to co-opt to the vacancy. 
6. Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters.   
 7. Street Cleaning. The Street still has an accumulation of soil with weeds growing in the 
 road close to the pavement. The Clerk has ascertained that the next Street clean by Norse is 
 due to take place during the week beginning 28th September. The Manager at Norse has 
 undertaken to contact the Clerk on the 28th with the exact day. In order to make the gutter 
 and path sweep most effective the Meeting decided that it would ask those residents who 
 routinely park their cars on The Street, to park elsewhere, or on the other side of the 
 Street,  on the day of the Street Clean.  
 The Meeting also decided to organise a small group of villagers who would loosen the soil 
 and weeds to maximise the effectiveness of the Clean. S. Phillips to advertise and co-
 ordinate. 
 10. Parking Restriction on The Street. The Clerk has contacted Suffolk Highways and County 
 Councillor Robinson seeking a date for the painting of no parking lines adjacent to the exits 
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 from Pond Cottages and The Village Hall, and opposite the junction with Station Road. The 
 work is due to place within the next 13 weeks. 
7. Requests from Parishioners. The Vice Chair has received concerns from a number of 
 parishioners about the lack of signage in the villages particularly in the Lokes off The Street, 
 and Widows Row. This has become more problematic in the past months because of the 
 increase in people ordering goods on-line for home delivery. It is also a problem for Health 
 and Care professionals visiting clients. This could prove critical in the event of an emergency, 
 for example when the Defibrillator is needed.  It was agreed that G. Gibbs, C. Diggins and 
 N. Livingstone will meet to consider this matter and report back to the next Meeting. 
 An email has been received from a parishioner who is concerned about the speed of traffic 
 along The Street, particularly in the run-up to, and along the part which is sometimes in 
 effect a single width owing to parked cars. The Meeting agreed that the Clerk should 
 contact County Councillor Robinson again for his advice. Proposer: N. Livingstone; 
 Seconder: G. Brooks. 
8.  Parish Plan Working Groups. The Meeting will receive feedback from the following 
 working groups and decide on any recommendations:  
 Green and Environment Group. S. Phillips has received a request from the Church Wardens 
 at Ashby Church for a grant of £20 towards the cost of spring bulbs for the Churchyard. This 
 was agreed. Proposer: S. Phillips; Seconder: C. Reynolds.  The Chair proposed that to 
 invigorate what could be a vital working group for the community co-ordinated by the Parish 
 Council, a poster could be displayed inviting expressions of interest. 
 Proposer: N. Livingstone; Seconder: S. Phillips. 
 Advice and Information Group.  Nothing to Report.  
 Report from the Defibrillator Group. The Meeting received the Report from Claire Diggins of 
 the Defibrillator Group; as attached to these minutes. 
9. Neighbourhood Planning. The Meeting received the Report from J. Livingstone 
10. Nomination to Somerleyton Award Charities Board of Trustees. The Meeting voted 
 unanimously to  nominate S. Read to the Somerleyton Charities Board of Trustees. 
 Proposer: S. Phillips; Seconder: G. Gibbs. 
11. Planning. 
 11.1 Recent Applications. There have been none. 
 11.2 Recent Decisions: The Meeting noted the progress of the following applications. 
 East Suffolk application DC/20/2084/LBC regarding structural repair to a brick gable at 
 Manor Farm, St Olaves Road, Herringfleet.  Parish Council had no objection. East Suffolk: 
 Application Permitted. 
 Broads Authority application BA/2020/170/HOUSEH Proposed Cart Lodge with Storage 
 Room/Office at First Floor at Woodlands St. Margaret’s, St. Olaves Road, Herringfleet, NR32 
 5QS.  Parish Councillor had no objection. Broads Authority: Application Approved Subject 
 to Conditions. 
 East Suffolk application DC/20/2249/FUL Extension of Existing building to form dwelling at 
 Orchard Barn, The Street, Somerleyton, NR32 5QB. Parish Council believes that the 
 Application should be refused. The Clerk has received the following update from East Suffolk 
 Council the application was referred to  referral panel as officers recommendation of 
 approval was contrary to the views of Parish Council. The referral panel agreed that the 
 application should be referred to planning committee due to the interests of the public  and 
 comments from the highways authority  regarding vehicular access from the site on to The 
 Street. It is currently estimated that the  application will go before committee on the 13th 
 October. After discussion the Meeting agreed that, as there were no new points to make to 
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 support its original consultee response, it should not send a representative to ‘attend’ the 
 Planning Committee Meeting. 
12. Village Events. – Review. There have been none 
13. Village Events. – Forthcoming 
 13.1 Brick Kiln Clean-up.  The Meeting agreed that this event can be organised in a Covid-19
 Safe way. It will take place on Sunday 4th October at 10.00am. S. Phillips will organise 
 publicity. 
 13.2 Litter Pick. The Litter Pick did not take place in the Spring and during lockdown there 
 was unsurprisingly very little litter discarded in our Villages. However, since the easing of 
 restrictions there has been a marked increase. It was agreed that a Litter Pick, perhaps co-
 ordinated by Somerleyton Estate would take place. P. Johnson will act as liaison with 
 Somerleyton Estate. Parish Councillors will identify places where litter is a particular 
 problem. 
14. Inspection of Assets. The Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk carried out this inspection on 1st  
 September.  The Clerk apologised for not sending this brief report to Parish Councillors. She 
 will do this, and Councillors were encouraged to look at the assets identified as needing 
 attention, so that concrete plans to repair and protect them can be agreed at the next 
 Meeting in November. Noticeboards, particularly those in remoter situations are 
 deteriorating. G. Gibbs suggested that individual Parish Councillors might offer to ‘adopt’ a 
 noticeboard, as she has done with the Memorial Bench. J. Foster offered to look after the 
 Noticeboard at Herringfleet. 
15. Finance: Annual Accounts 2019/2020: The Annual Accounts have now passed all stages of 
 the Audit. The Notice of Public Rights has been posted. Members of the Public have the right 
 to inspect the Annual Accounts until 5th October2020. 
16. Payments to be approved. The Meeting approved the following payments. Proposer: G. 
 Brooks; Seconder: S. Phillips. 
 G. Gibbs Reimbursement for the purchase of Danish Oil    16.00 
 P. Diggins (Reimbursement for cost of Defibrillator Plaque)     37.32 
 (To replace the cheque not cashed and now out-of-date) 
 Ashby PPC For bulbs at Ashby Church      20.00 
17. Correspondence. The meeting is asked to decide what, if any, action should be taken 
 regarding any of the following items of correspondence.  
 03/08  ESC Planning and Building Control Newsletter     
 03/08 Scottish Power: Offshore Wind Farm; Meeting & Draft Examination Timetable 
 03/08 CEO Lowestoft at Suffolk Police: Street Meets and Police Connect 
 03/08 Broads Authority: Adopted Statement of Community Involvement 
 03/08 EDC: Planning Legislation Regulations Change 
 03/08 Covid-19 Community Response Group: Bulletin  
 03/08  SCC: July Newsletter for Parish Councils 
 13/08 Press Release St Elizabeth Hospice 
 13/08 Broads Authority: Monthly Briefing 
 14/08 Collaborative Communities Newsletter 
 25/08 EDF: Sizewell Project Update 
 25/08 Scot. Power: x2 Open Floor Hearings and Involvement Forms 
 28/08 SCA: Invitation to attend Opening Ceremony for Forest Stack play equipment 
 01/09 SCC: August Newsletter for Parish Councils 
 Also forwarded to Parish Councillors: regular Covid-19 Bulletins from SCC 
18. Forthcoming Meetings.  
 Parish Council Meeting    Thursday 5th November 2020 at 7.15pm  
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      Form the Meeting will take to be confirmed 
 
19. Exclusion of The Public for item 20. 
 The Meeting agreed, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, to 
 exclude the public from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of 
 business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential 
 nature of the business to be transacted.  Proposer: S. Phillips; Seconder: C. Diggins. 
 
 
 
20. Interview of Applicants for Co-option to the Parish Council. 
 The Clerk introduced this item. She proposed that three decisions be made 
 Vote One: Proposal that in the event that the two candidates for co-option tonight are 
 both suitable, the second vacancy will not be advertised. This was agreed unanimously. 
 Proposer: G. Gibbs; Seconder: C. Diggins. 
 
 Candidates, Lucy Housman, and Ron Lindsay, were then interviewed. 
 
 Vote Two: The Meeting agreed unanimously that both candidates were suitable for co-
 option to the Parish Council. Proposer S. Phillips: Seconder: G. Brooks. 
 Vote Three: The Meeting agreed in which order the candidates should be co-opted to the 
 Parish Council, and agreed that the Clerk should inform both candidates after it became 
 clear if, as is mostly likely, there are two co-options to be made. Proposer: G. Gibbs:  
 Seconder: C. Reynolds. 
 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.37pm 
 
 
 
Sue Read 
Parish Clerk  parish.clerk@ashvillages.org.uk  01502 349506 
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