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The Meeting commenced at 7.15pm with the PUBLIC FORUM. 
There was one member of the public in attendance, a new resident to the villages, who wished to 
learn more about local matters. 
The Chair called for brief reports from District and County Councillors in attendance. 
Councillor P. Ashdown East Suffolk Council) reminded the Meeting that the Community Partnership 
Website is now live (address below in item17: Correspondence). The local Partnership will focus on 
the three priorities agreed at the CP Forum in December. These are: Mental Health and Wellbeing, 
Tackle Childhood Obesity, Reduce Social Isolation. The first Meeting will take place on 29th January. 
Councillor J. Reeder, (Suffolk County Council), updated the Meeting on the plans for a Mini-Bus 
service from villages to Asda on two days per week, (Tuesday and Friday). The trial run suggests that 
the route via Somerleyton adds some time and distance to the overall journey. The service will no 
longer go to James Paget Hospital, but will link people to ongoing services to Lowestoft Great 
Yarmouth and beyond. To date only one Somerleyton resident has indicated that they would use the 
service regularly. It was agreed that members would canvas locally to see if there was wider interest. 
P. Johnson offered to produce a poster for display. 
Councillor K. Robinson, (Suffolk County Council), reminded the Meeting that we are now in Local 
Authority budget setting time, and that the County Council will be looking at funding of up to 
£500,000 for special projects.  
 
The formal Meeting commenced at 7.46pm. 
In attendance were: G. Brooks, C. Diggins, N. Favell, J. Foster, P. Johnson, N. Livingstone (In Chair), T. 
Pace, S. Phillips,  C. Reynolds and R. Wild. Also in attendance were:  Suffolk County Councillors: J. 
Reeder and K. Robinson, East Suffolk Councillor P. Ashdown and Press: J. Wild. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence: Apologies were received from M. Gibbs and G. Gibbs. 
2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda. S. Phillips and P. Johnson declared an 
 interest in item 5. 
3. Requests for Dispensation. There were no requests for dispensation to participate in 
 discussions and voting despite disclosable pecuniary interest(s). 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Meeting  approved and the Chair signed as correct 
 record the minutes of the Meetings  held on Thursday 7th November; Proposer: C. Diggins; 
 Seconder: G. Brooks, and 6th December 2019; Proposer: R. Wild; Seconder: S. Phillips. 
 P. Johnson and S. Phillips left the Meeting, having declared an interest in the following item. 
5. Vision4Somerleyton. The Meeting agreed its response to Somerleyton Estate regarding 
 their Vision4Somerleyton proposals. The Clerk will write a letter to Lord Somerleyton with 
 this response. Copies will be sent to Plaice Design Company and Councillor Ashdown, (East 
 Suffolk Council). Please see Appendix at pp5-6 of these Minutes for content of letter.  
 P. Johnson and S. Phillips re-joined the Meeting. 
6. Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters.  
 6. Herringfleet Smock Mill. Nothing to report. 
 7. Street Cleaning. The Clerk was asked to contact Norse regarding the build-up of soil and 
 weeds along the gutter on The Street, at the last Meeting. It was difficult to assess the 
 extent of this problem in the weeks following the Meeting because of heavy leaf fall. This 
 has now cleared and it seems that recent persistent rain has washed away much of the soil 
 and weeds. That which remains is around places on The Street where cars are parked. The 
 Clerk will contact Norse to arrange a time for their team to clear the weeds; residents will be 
 pre-warned to move their cars so that this clearing can be done effectively. 
 10. Parking and Traffic Flow on The Street. The Meeting with Councillor Robinson, attended 
 by M. Gibbs, R. Wild, concerned parishioner, M. Wright and the Clerk, went ahead on 12th 
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 November. Councillor Robinson suggested that yellow or white lines at the problematic 
 locations on The Street: opposite the Junction with Station Road; at the exit of the Village 
 Hall Car Park, and at the exit from Pond Cottages, could improve visibility. He further advised 
 that if the Parish Council wished to purchase speed warning lights on The Street, the County 
 Council would install posts to which these could be attached. After discussion, the Meeting 
 agreed that Shoulder Protection, i.e.  painted lines prohibiting parking at the above three 
 locations would improve visibility. The Meeting noted that a Consultation period would be 
 implemented by Suffolk County Council. The Parish Council is not minded to purchase Speed 
 Warning Lights. 
 17. East Suffolk Community Partnership Forum. The Meeting agreed that N. Livingstone will 
 attend the Meeting of this Forum on 29th January. 
7. Requests from Parishioners. The following concerns have been raised by parishioners. 
 1) Concern has been expressed about the state of the Village Hall Car Park. The complainant 
 will be asked to address this directly to Somerleyton Community Association, the owner of 
 the Village Hall and its Car Park. 
 2) The condition of the Footpath from the Brickfields site to the Station. New cables have 
 been laid by Network Rail and as a result the footpath has been left in a poor state. P. 
 Johnson informed the Meeting that Somerleyton Estate had also received a complaint about 
 this matter, and was in negotiations with UK Power about restoration of the footpath. 
 3). During recent persistent rain the junction of Market Lane and Blocka Road at Ashby has 
 been flooded, with a high water level. It seems that this has been caused by the roadside 
 ditches not being cleared. This has now drained. In future the Clerk will deal with these 
 matters through the County Council site. 
8. Parish Plan Working Groups.  
 Green and Environment Group: M. Gibbs has measured for planters outside the entrance to 
 the Village Hall and will bring costings to the next Meeting. 
  Information and Advice Group: Nothing to report. 
 Defibrillator Group : C. Diggins informed the Meeting that she has spoken to the Trainer 
 about refresher training for respondents and he has offered to do this at the same price as 
 or his initial input; i.e. £50. She will liaise with him about suitable dates. An initial date of 
 22nd January may be too soon. 
9. Neighbourhood Planning. There was no update from the Neighbourhood Planning Group. 
 The Chair took this opportunity to inform the Meeting of the sad death in December of Louis 
 Smith, Chair of Lound Parish Council, who led the joint Neighbourhood Planning Group. 
 Louis’ funeral will take place on Wednesday 15th January at Lound Parish Church. 
10. Planning. 
 10.1 Recent Applications. DC/19/4479/TCA, Laurel House, The Street, Somerleyton, NR32 
 5QB 
 Work to Lime Tree. To reduce back to within 300mm of Coach House Boundary and reshape 
 and balance as required. Reason: to prevent damage to Coach House roof; currently 
 suffering water ingress. 
 Parish Council Planning Committee met on 3rd December. 2019 Parish Council has no 
 objection to this work being carried out. 
 10.2 Recent Decisions.. DC/19/4479/TCA, Laurel House, The Street, Somerleyton, NR32  5QB 
  East Suffolk Planning Committee decision: 12/12/19: No objection  
 10.3 Herringfleet Hills:  The Chair of Parish Council Planning Committee, R. Wild, led a 
 discussion about issues relating to this open access site. The Meeting agreed unanimously to 
 oppose the proposal by East Suffolk Council to impose a Public Space Protection Orders 
 requiring dogs on leads at Herringfleet Hills. The grounds for this opposition were agreed as 
 follows: 
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 1) Herringfleet Hills is a rare amenity; a large area of Open Access land close to our villages, 
 which are otherwise dominated by enclosed fields. It is, the Parish Council understands, the 
 last of the historic Suffolk Sandlings sites to remain open access. 
 2) For many years, local people have been accustomed to taking their dogs to Herringfleet 
 Hills for some joyful off lead time. Their dogs are overwhelmingly well-behaved and 
 obedient. 
 3) Local people appreciate that, under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW 
 Act), there are already some restrictions on dog walking, and understand the reasons why 
 between, the dates of 1st March and 30th June their dogs should be on leads of no more 
 than 2 metres to protect ground nesting birds, and further that dogs must be under control 
 near grazing animals. 
 4) The Parish Council is of the view that this is a punitive measure which is not in the 
 interests and freedoms of the local population, who wish to continue to enjoy this amenity 
 with their dogs, in their customary and responsible way. 
11. Village Events – Review. 
 11.1 Christmas Lights and Carol Singing. Some bulbs on the Lights are not working. They will 
 need to be re-checked and replaced when they are taken down. The Meeting heard that it 
 might difficult and expensive to repair the lights, which may be better replaced. C. Reynolds 
 to investigate the costs involved and report to the next meeting. 
12. Village Events – Forthcoming. 
 12.1 Litter Pick-Up. Date agreed:  29th March. Clerk will book equipment from Norse. 
 12.2 Quiz and Chips. This event will take place in the autumn. 
 12.3 Barn Dance. Organising Group of N. Livingstone, Jenni Livingstone and N. Favell.. 
 Planned Date: 20th June.  Venue: Village Hall. 
 12.4  22nd February. 40’s Dance Night 7.00pm Village Hall 
 12.5  18th April. Bistro at Village Hall. 
13. Finance. The Meeting received the Financial Report for the Quarter ending 31st  December 
 2019. There were no questions. 
14. Budget Estimates and Precept Demand 2020-2021. The Meeting: 
 14.1 The Meeting considered the budget estimates previously circulated by the Clerk/RFO. 
 14.2 The Meeting agreed that the Precept demand for the coming year 2020-2021 should 
 remain at £3000. Proposer:  C. Reynolds; Seconder: R. Wild.  
15. Payments to be approved. The Meeting unanimously approved the following payments.
 Proposer: S. Phillips; Seconder: R. Wild. 
 Somerleyton Community Association: Village Hall Hire for Meetings  196.00 
 Society of Local Council Clerks: Annual Membership      65.00 
 Association of Local Council Clerks: Annual Membership      40.00 
 S. Read: Clerk’s Quarterly Salary       280.00 
 HMRC: Clerk’s Income Tax         70.00 
 Suffolk Preservation Society: Annual Membership      30.00 
 Somerleyton Primary School: Reimburse Electricity for Xmas Lights (2yrs)     30.00 
16. Parish Council Nominee to Somerleyton Charities. The Clerk has received the following 
 notification from Julie Reynolds of Somerleyton Charities. ‘At our last meeting of 
 Somerleyton Charities held on 18 November, it was noted that David Cook’s term of office 
 expires at April 2020.  David is a trustee nominated by the Parish Council and wishes to 
 stand again for another 4 years.’  In line with the Parish Council’s agreed procedure it was 
 confirmed that the Clerk will advertise this vacancy, and the Parish Council will agree a 
 nomination at its Meeting on 5th March. 
17. Correspondence. The Meeting considered the following items of correspondence. 
 14/12  ESC Press Release: Dog control Orders Herringfleet Hills 
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 16/12  Norse: Fly Tipping Campaign 
 16/12  B.A: Broads Briefing and Climate Change Update 
 16/12  Scottish Power: Windfarm updates x 4 
 16/12 Support sought for Local Electricity Bill to establish right to local Supply 
 16/12 Suffolk on Board: Changes to Timetables 
 16/12 Suffolk Police: Meet up Mondays and Coffee Caravan Outreach 
 16/12 JPH: Inside Story Newsletter 
 16/12 Team Rubicon: Skate Parks 
 16/12 BA: Broads Local Access Forum. Consultation on Constitution 
 16/12 ESC: North Lowestoft Heritage Action Zone. Consultation on Suppl. Planning doc. 
 17/12 Scottish Power: Windfarms Investment in Skills and Employment 
 03/01 Somerleyton Community Association:  Request for Part Funding of Play Equipment 
                  at Playing Field Playground 
  The Meeting considered the above request from Somerleyton Community  
  Association for  the sum of £1000 as part funding for the replacement to the Pirate 
  Ship on the Playground  at the Playing Field. It was proposed, seconded and  
  unanimously agreed that this request should be met in full. Proposer: P. Johnson; 
  Seconder: N. Favell. 
 03/01 ESC: Community Partnership Website address:        
 http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/community-partnerships/ 
 
 03/01 BA: Christmas Briefing 
 03/01 SCC: Temporary Closure of Road Ashby Lound starts 6th Jan 
 03/01 TASC: Campaign against Sizewell Press Release 
 03/01 ESC: Dog Control Order Herringfleet Hills x 2 
 
 18. Future Meetings. 
 Parish Council Meeting  Thursday 5th March  7.15pm at Somerleyton Village Hall 
        Refreshments : Paul 
 Northern Parishes Meeting Thursday 16th January    7.30pm at Blundeston Village Hall 
        Bob Wild to attend 
  
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.07pm 
 
 
Sue Read   parish.clerk@ashvillages.org.uk   01502 349506 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/community-partnerships/
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Appendix: 
Item 5: Parish Council Response to Vision4Somerleyton. Content of letter to Lord Somerleyton 
14/01/2020 
I have been asked, following a Meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday, 9th January, to write to 
you with the Parish Council’s response to the Vision4Somerleyton Consultation. In considering its 
response Parish Councillors have consulted widely, culminating in the Parish Council’s hosting a 
public meeting in December to gauge public opinion.  The opinions received and the Parish Council’s 
responsibilities to the community have been used to formulate the following responses to the 
individual proposals in the Estate’s Vision for Somerleyton. 
 

Commercial Opportunities 
Ashby.  The Parish Council supports the principle of the proposal to increase employment 
opportunities within the parishes by further developing Ashby Hall Farm as a hub for small 
businesses, subject to the requirements of the Waveney Local Plan.  
Dukes Head.  The Parish Council cannot support the provision of Glamping at the Dukes Head at this 
time because of the lack of detail in the proposal. Among the questions raised are: where would the 
glamping site be; would it create noise for neighbours; how would it be serviced?    
 

Connectivity 
Proposed footpath from the Mill Farm Field to the School.  The Parish Council is opposed to this 
proposal because it is believed this would cause unnecessary damage to the woodland and would 
require gaps to be created in the listed estate wall.  It would require pedestrians to cross the B1074 
or The Street in dangerous locations. Moreover, there is an existing satisfactory footpath on the 
northern side of The Street. 
Improved footpath to the Church. The Parish Council welcomes this proposal. 
Improve footpath from The Street to Station Road. The Parish Council welcomes this proposal. 
Traffic calming on the B1074 in Herringfleet. The Parish Council supports the principle of further 
“soft” measures to increase adherence to the 40 mph speed limit. 
Installation of cattle grids on the B1074 on the Glebe lands.  The Parish Council queries the 
practicality of this proposal.  The southernmost grid would need to be on or very close to, a bend 
and would most likely present a skidding hazard even at low speeds.  However, the Parish Council 
would like to see greater adherence to the 30mph speed limit through Somerleyton. 
Formalisation of the footpath through Station Wood.  The Parish Council welcomes this proposal 
but, whilst it is willing to assist, it cannot take any responsibility for the path – as previously advised 
to the Estate. 
New footpath from the Green to join existing paths north of Mill Farm. The Parish Council seeks 
further information on this proposal. 
 
 

Recreation & Greenspace 
Conversion of allotments to playing field and car parking. The Parish Council is opposed to this 
proposal because the allotments are popular as an existing amenity and they have historic value as 
an integral part of Morton Peto’s model village.  Also, the view of the model village from the north is 
considered significant within the Conservation Area.  The need for a playing field here is considered 
below, as is the car parking proposal. 
Additional allotments at Brickfields.  The Parish Council does not support this proposal as there are 
satisfactory allotments elsewhere, new ones would also disrupt the setting of the Brick Kiln site and 
would create additional traffic at this difficult junction.  There does not appear to be demand for 
additional allotments within the village. 
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 Woodland walks and Orchard at the Brickfield.  The Parish Council does not support this proposal 
as it will disrupt the open views across the field and also the setting of the Brick Kiln site. 
Repurposing the Playing Field.  The Parish Council opposes this proposal.  The proposed alternative 
within the Vision fails the “better or equal test” expressed within the Vision as the current field is 
well serviced and of the national average size.  Furthermore, the majority of inhabitants expressing a 
view to the Parish Council or to Somerleyton Community Association are opposed to the field’s 
relocation.  The field is believed to be well-sited within the community. 
Car parking for the School.  The Parish Council believes the proposal in the Vision is inappropriate.  It 
has been suggested that a car park could be created on School Field using grass reinforcement 
matting and the Parish Council feels this would be a good solution to the parking problems. 
Tiny Houses.  The Parish Council has many questions about this proposal; for example how would 
services be provided and external storage managed.  It is felt that the units would disrupt the open 
views across the Brick Field.  Finally, the Parish Council is concerned about adding further dwelling 
units in the central village area. This part of the village already has future additional dwelling unit 
allocations amounting to a nearly 50% increase in the current total. 
Marina Extension.  The Parish Council believes the site of the proposed extension is an important 
habitat for wildlife, particularly nesting birds.  Sedge Warblers, Reed Warblers and Marsh Harriers 
nest there and Bearded Tits (Reedlings) have been observed there.  The Parish Council believes a full 
year-long audit of wildlife should be carried out before any decisions are made. 
 

Site Allocations 
Mill Farm Field Layout.  The Parish Council does not wish to comment at this stage and will wait 
until a formal planning application is made.  
Custom Build Homes.  The area referred to as The Paddock in the Vision was proposed at the Call for 
Sites stage of the development of the current Local Plan but was rejected prior to the final draft and 
the adopted plan. The Parish Council does not see a reason to change this. 
 

Village Hall.   
The Parish Council does not wish to comment on the proposals within the Vision as it believes this is 
a matter for the hall owner, Somerleyton Community Association (SCA).   

 
Village Shop.   
The Parish Council would very much welcome the return of a village shop, as, it believes, would most 
of the local community.   

 
Future Development 
The Parish Council believes that no housing allocations further than those in the existing Waveney & 
Broads Local Plans should be made until the current allocations for up to 55 dwelling units are 
completed and the local infrastructure has had time to assimilate the increased population. 
 
The Parish Council was pleased to be able to take part in this consultation process; and pleased too 
with the thoughtful and well-reasoned contributions of the members of the community who 
participated in our gauging of local opinion.  The Parish Council has also, as it is expected to do, 
drawn on its own Neighbourhood Plan, the Waveney Local Plan and Planning Legislation in 
formulating this response, and hopes that it is helpful to Somerleyton Estate as it moves forward. 
 


