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The Meeting commenced at 7.15pm with the Public Forum 
There were no Members of the Public present. The Chair invited brief reports from the East Suffolk 
Councillor and Suffolk County Councillor in attendance. 
East Suffolk Councillor P. Ashdown updated the Meeting on progress of the Community Partnership 
Forum. Two task groups have been set up; each will work on one of the three priorities identified by 
the Forum. These are for Mental Health and Well Being and Childhood Obesity. The third priority, 
Social Isolation, is being taken forward by the District as a whole. Both Task Groups have met and 
Councillor Ashdown is confident about the outcomes of their work. 
The transfer of enforcement of parking restrictions and penalising infringements to Councils will take 
place on 6th April. 20 Officers have been recruited. Inappropriate and unsafe parking close to schools 
will be targeted.  
Suffolk County Councillor J. Reeder reminded the Meeting that he is the Cabinet Member for Public 
Health. He is taking the lead on the Council’s response to the Covid-19 virus pandemic and is liaising 
closely with Council Officers and Public Health England to ensure that Suffolk gives a consistent 
message to the Public and that this is updated as the situation develops.  He emphasised that good 
basic hygiene is paramount to protecting oneself from contracting or passing on this virus. 
Suffolk County Council has decided not to proceed with the highly controversial Ipswich North Relief 
Road. 
The Lowestoft Archive, which is remaining open as a result of the local campaign last year, is now 
refurbished and will be staffed for 20 hours each week, spread over Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. 
Suffolk Highways will be waiving fees for Street Closures for Events celebrating VE and VJ days. 
 
The formal Meeting commenced at 7.46pm. 
In attendance were: G. Brooks, C. Diggins, N. Favell, G. Gibbs, M. Gibbs, P. Johnson, N. Livingstone (In 
Chair), T. Pace, S. Phillips,  C. Reynolds and R. Wild. Also in attendance were:  Suffolk County 
Councillor: J. Reeder, East Suffolk Councillor P. Ashdown and Press: J. Wild. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence were accepted from J. Foster and County Councillor K. Robinson. 
 At this point M. Gibbs informed the Meeting that she was resigning from the Parish 
 Council. Maureen is moving out of the village and, though she intends to continue for the 
 last few meetings of the Neighbourhood Planning Group, she will cease to be a Parish 
 Councillor at the end of this Meeting. The Chair thanked Maureen for her years of service 
 to the Villages in her role as Parish Councillor, and presented her with a bouquet of 
 flowers and a card signed by members of the Parish Council. 
2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda. There were none. 
3. Requests for Dispensation to participate in discussions and voting despite disclosable 
 pecuniary interest(s). There were none. 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Meeting unanimously approved and the Chair signed 
 as a correct record the minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 9th January 2020. Proposer: 
 C. Diggins; Seconder: S. Phillips. 
5. Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters.  
 5. Vision4Somerleyton. The Parish Council noted that its response to the 
 Vision4Somerleyton had been delivered to Lord  Somerleyton, and that the next step will be 
 to respond to any planning applications in line with this response, planning legislation, the 
 relevant Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 6. Herringfleet Smock Mill. Work continues to restore the Mill. 
 7. Street Cleaning. The Clerk has been in contact Norse, offering to liaise with the Street 
 Cleaning Team re conditions in The Street. Currently all roads in the Waveney district are 
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 swept every 7 weeks they are next in Somerleyton during the week commencing 23rd March. 
 After 1st April it has been agreed by East Suffolk Council that all road sweeping frequency 
 will go to every 15 weeks.        
 Councillor Ashdown and the Clerk agreed to liaise with Norse about which day the Street 
 Cleaners intend to visit, Somerleyton so that car drivers can be asked to their vehicles to 
 move their vehicles to enable a thorough clean. Once the work has been set out we will be 
 given the next date the  team is due in the area. Norse suggested that we contact Suffolk 
 County Council which is the agency responsible for weed spraying and see what they are 
 intending to do with regards to  spraying this year in Somerleyton. The Meeting  agreed that 
 it would not request that The County Council sprays weeds in a built up area.  
 10. Parking and Traffic Flow on The Street. The Meeting noted that Suffolk County 
 Council, Highways Department has entered consultation on their proposals to limit parking 
 in three places on The Street; at the junction with Station Road; at the entrance to the 
 Village Hall Car  Park and; at the exit from Pond Cottages. The Meeting further noted that 
 the Clerk responded on behalf of the Parish Council as Statutory Consultee, as follows: 
 ‘…The proposed restrictions are a response to concerns raised by a parishioner late last year, 
 and at the Parish Council Meeting on 9th January, Councillors agreed that these proposals 
 were a reasonable response to these concerns. I have received no further comments from 
 individual Parish Councillors following sight of your concrete proposals. Individual 
 parishioners directly affected by the changes will, of course, respond independently.’  
 There has been one objection to the proposal on aesthetic grounds. 
6. Requests from Parishioners. The Clerk has received no requests from Parishioners.  
7. Parish Council Nominee to Somerleyton Charities. Parish Councillors agreed unanimously to 
 nomination of David Cook to this position. Proposer: S. Phillips; Seconder: Gerda Gibbs. 
8. Parish Plan Working Groups. The Meeting received updates from the following groups: 
 1.  Green and Environment Group.  M. Gibbs reported that she has sourced some planters 
 for the front of the Village Hall. In light of her leaving the Parish Council, it was decided to 
 refer this matter to the AGM when a new Working Group will be formed. The Meeting 
 agreed that the planting of bulbs at the Hovercraft Memorial has been a real success and is a 
 welcome sight at this focal point of the village. 
 2.  Information and Advice Group. The Meeting was reminded that the locks on outlying 
 noticeboards need remedial work. P. Johnson offered to attend to this. C Diggins asked if 
 there was a detailed and large scale map of the Villages. Many dwellings have names rather 
 than numbers, and this could hinder services accessing a parishioner in an emergency, for 
 example when requested by a defibrillator volunteer.  S. Phillips said that there is a large 
 board with a large scale map which may be helpful.  
 3.  Defibrillator Group. C. Diggins reported that she has spoken with the trainer to book 
 refresher training for volunteers. The cost of training will be £50 for the trainer plus 1-2 
 hours Village Hall Hire at £7.00 per hour. The Meeting agreed nem. con. to meet these 
 costs.  Proposer: G. Gibbs; Seconder: S. Phillips. 
9. Neighbourhood Planning. The Meeting received the following report from the 
 Neighbourhood Plan Group.  
 ‘As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process the Steering Group submitted the draft plan to 
 East Suffolk Council, Suffolk County Council and the Broads Authority for consultation and 
 their comments. 
 At our January meeting we worked through the amendments and changes needed and are 
 looking to have the final draft completed by the end of March ready for submission to East 
 Suffolk Council.  This has been a lengthy process and we very much hope that the end of the 
 first stage is now in sight!   
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 East Suffolk Council is consulting with organisations such as Natural England and the 
 Environment Agency on the document.  Ultimately the final document will be publicised by 
 ESC for six weeks inviting comments from the community and other interested bodies. 
 We have received further funding from Locality to enable us to complete the Neighbourhood 
 Plan and I would like to thank Graham Nourse our Planning Consultant for his professional 
 advice and support and Dickon Povey, East Suffolk Principal Planner for his guidance.  Thanks 
 should also be recorded to the hard working dedicated members of the Steering Group 
 Jenni Livingstone’ 
10 Annual Parish Meeting. The Meeting is asked to decided  that the Annual Parish 
 Meeting should follow the same format as in the previous four years.  S.Phillips and  C. 
 Diggins will organise the beverages for the Meeting. 
11. Planning. 
 11.1 Recent Applications. None. 
 11.2 Recent Decisions.  None. 
 11.3 Herringfleet Hills: The Meeting noted the following Consultee response which was sent 
 following the decision of the last meeting.  
 ‘Dear Environmental Protection Team, 
 I am writing on behalf of Ashby, Herringfleet and Somerleyton Parish Council, following their 
 Meeting last evening, where this proposed Protection Order was discussed. Parish 
 Councillors had consulted informally with local people prior to the meeting. 
 The Meeting resolved that the Parish Council strongly OPPOSES the making of this Order at 
 Herringfleet Hills, on the following grounds: 
 1) Herringfleet Hills is a rare amenity; a large area of Open Access land close to our villages, 
 which are otherwise dominated by enclosed fields. It is, the Parish Council understands, the 
 last of the historic Suffolk Sandlings sites to remain open access. 
 2) For many years, local people have been accustomed to taking their dogs to Herringfleet 
 Hills for some joyful off lead time. Their dogs are overwhelmingly well-behaved and 
 obedient. 
 3) Local people appreciate that, under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW 
 Act), there are already some restrictions on dog walking, and understand the reasons why 
 between, the dates of 1st March and 30th June their dogs should be on leads of no more 
 than 2 metres to protect ground nesting birds, and further that dogs must be under control 
 near grazing animals. 
 4) The Parish Council is of the view that this is a punitive measure which is not in the interests 
 and freedoms of the local population, who wish to continue to enjoy this amenity with their 
 dogs, in their customary and responsible way. 
 The Parish Council trusts that you will take these views into full account when you make 
 your decision. 
 Kind Regards Sue Read, Clerk to the Parish Council’. 
12. Village Events – Review.   
 12.1 22nd Feb 40’s Music Party. Funds in aid of the Village Hall Repair Fund was a sell-out and 
 much enjoyed by all. The event raised over £1000 for the Village Hall Fund. 
13. Village Events – Forthcoming. 
 13.1 29th March - Litter Pick-up. The Clerk has booked equipment and refuse sacks for this 
 event, which will commence at 10.00am. 
 13.2 18th April. Old Tyme Music Hall Bistro at the Village Hall. 
 13.3 19th June   - Barn Dance. N. Livingstone will update the Meeting on preparations for this 
 event. N.B.  New date. 
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14. Finance. The Meeting unanimously agreed the Financial Risk Assessment for the 
 coming financial year 2020-2021. 
15. Payments to be approved. The Meeting resolved unanimously, Proposer: G. Gibbs; 
 Seconder: C. Diggins, that the following payments be made: 
 GDPR/Data Protection Act 2018Data protection fee renewal    35.00 
 (Actual fee is 40.00. This year we are renewing by Direct Debit and the fee will reduce by 
 5.00 to 35.00). 
 Suffolk Preservation Society Annual Subscription    30.00 
 Clerk’s Salary and Income Tax payments will be decided at item 20. 
16. Local Electricity Bill. The Parish Council has been asked to support a Local Electricity Bill 
 which would establish the right to local supply of electricity. (See email forwarded on 16th 
 December 2019). The Chair advised the Meeting that the prime aim of the Campaign was to 
 lobby the local MP to support the tabling of this Bill in the House of Commons. He has learnt  
 that Peter Aldous, MP for Waveney is one of the 116 MP’s who support this proposed Bill 
 and suggested that this would suggest that the Parish Council would not need to proceed 
 formally to join any local campaign. 
17. Correspondence. The Meeting noted the items of correspondence. C. Diggins informed the 
 Meeting that she would be prepared to attend future Safer Neighbourhood Team Meetings.  
 15/01 Suffolk Police  PCC asks for feedback on precept proposals 
 10/02 Scottish Power x2 Offshore Windfarms Planning Inspectorate Consultation 
 10/02 East Coast CIC  Employee Health and Well Being Event 
 10/02 GY Local Plan  North Quay Supplementary Planning Document 
 10/02 Woodbridge TC  Climate Summit Invitation 
 10/02 Sizewell C  Project Update 
 10/02 BA   Consultation on Flood Risk SPD for Broads 
 10/02 Woodbridge TC  Programme for Climate Summit 
 10/02 Suff. Preserv. Soc  Water Crisis Seminar  
 10/02 Together Against Sizewell Screening of Nuclear Trap Film 
 10/02Suffolk Police  Special Constable Drop-In Event 
 10/02 John Packham BA  Monthly Briefing 
 13/02 Suffolk Highways  Work on Mutford Lock Bridge Notice of Closure 
 13/02 Safer Neighbourhood Survey 
 13/02 Broads Society  Newsletter 
 18/02 Theberton PC  Sizewell C Lack of Consultation: Call to Action 
 18/02 Together against Sizewell Friends of the Earth Event 
 18/02 SALC   Catch it, Bin it, Kill it Campaign Material 
 18/02Safer Neighbourhood Team Crime Statistics 
18. Northern Parishes Meeting. G. Gibbs presented a report of the last Northern Parishes  
 Meeting.   
19. Future Meetings. 
 Parish Council Annual General Meeting  Thursday 7th May 7.15pm at Somerleyton 
       Village Hall Refreshments :Nick 
 Annual Parish Meeting    Thursday 14th May 7.30pm at Somerleyton 
       Village Hall    
 Northern Parishes Meeting   Thursday 23rd April 7.30pm at Corton Village 
       Hall 
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20. CLERK'S REVIEW a) In accordance with Standing Order 3d, The Meeting resolved to exclude 
 from the meeting the press and public owing to the confidential nature of the business to be 
 transacted. Proposer: G. Gibbs; Seconder: S. Phillips. The Clerk also left the Meeting 
 b) The Meeting unanimously approved the content of the Clerk’s review, including the 
 recommendation that the Clerk’s salary be increased to £1500 in line with inflation. The 
 award is to be backdated to 1st January 2020.  Proposer: P. Johnson; Seconder: G. Gibbs. 
 
 The Clerk re-joined the Meeting. There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 
 8.45pm 
 
. 
 
 
Sue Read   parish.clerk@ashvillages.org.uk   01502 349506 
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